FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
and gives him credit for saving the lives of many
deputies and other citizens, whom the Committees
wished to send before the Tribunal. In his old age he
was to say to Alexandre Dumas: "I have the double
regret—I should say the double remorse—of having
overthrown Robespierre on the 9th of Thermidor and
raised Bonaparte on the i3th of Vendemiaire".
The Convention had this advantage over the Com-
mune: its supporters from the bourgeois sections began
gathering when the Commune's supporters were begin-
ning to get tired and were thinking of going home.
Two thousand men is not much in comparison with
twenty thousand, but when the twenty thousand are
at home in bed, it is quite a few.
Towards two in the morning Barras' scouts informed
him that the Commune's forces had demobilized for
the night, and that there were only a few armed guards
in front of the City Hall. He now divided his force in
two columns, one of which he placed under the com-
mand of Leonard Bourdon, himself taking charge of
the other. With his own column he intended to follow
the Rue St. Honore, cross the Rue St. Denis and the
Rue St. Martin, thus arriving in the rear of the City
Hall. Bourdon's column was to follow the quay along
the Seine.
The column commanded by Bourdon—one of
Robespierre's most bitter enemies, and one of the
boldest and bravest—was composed partly of gen-
darmes, partly of men from the section of Gravilliers.
This was the section which had been represented at the
* General Council of the Commune by the anarcho-
communist priest Jacques Roux. It was not predomin-
antly a working-class section, like, for example, that
of Finist&te, from the Faubourg Saint-Monceau, whose
men were among the last to go home that night. It was
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